Objective: The purpose of the study is to determine the digenean parasite fauna of Sarpa salpa (Sparidae) from the Mediterranean Sea. (Turkiye Parazitol Derg 2013; 37: 208-11) 
INTRODUCTION
In the Mediterranean Sea, the Digenean fauna of sparid fish has aroused the interest of numerous parasitologists (1) . In the family Sparidae, the monospecific genus Sarpa is vegetarian and has a wide geographical distribution (2) . Digenean parasite fauna of S. salpa (L) consists of the Mesometridae, Gyliauchenidae, Opecoelidae and Lepocreadiidae families (2, 3) .
Adult stages of some Mesometrid species (Elstia stossichianum, Wardula capitellata, Centroderma spinosissima) parasitize the herbivorous sparid teleost Sarpa salpa and Diplodus sargus (4) .
Some parasitological investigations on Sarpa salpa were carried out in the seas surrounding the country. The acanthocephalan and cestod parasites were not found in salema from the coasts of Gökçeada (5), across some monogenean and crustacean parasites in the coasts of Salih Island had come across (Bodrum) (6) . Also, some crustacean (Gnathia sp.) parasites were found in the Aegean Sea (7). Some of S. salpa from the Aegean coasts of Greece was infected with Centroderma spinosissimum, Mesometra brachycoelia, Mesometra orbicularis and Podocotyle fractum (Digenea) (3) and it was found that the infection rates of parasites of Sparid fish in the Aegean Sea were higher in the spring and summer seasons than the autumn and winter (8) . Even though several studies were carried out on the Sarpa salpa in Turkey, no infection has been investigated so far.
METHODS
The fish samples which were collected from the sea were brought to the Parasitology Research Laboratory of the Biology Department of Science Faculty of Ataturk University, dissected and investigated parasitologically. The parasites that were found in the visceral organs were fixed with Alcohol-Formalin-Acetic Acid (AFA). The dying process of the parasites with Mayer's Carmalum and preparation methods were established according to Pritchard and Kruse (9) . Description of the parasites was done according to Jones et al. (10) and Dawes (11, 12) . For identification of the fish Can and Bilecenoğlu (13) and Ekingen (14) were used. The examinations and measurements of the parasites were established under an Olympus BH-2 stereomicroscope. The morphometric measures are presented in Table 1 and Table  2 . The drawings of the parasites are presented in Figure 1 . The parasites and fish materials have been stored in the Biology Department, Faculty of Science at Atatürk University.
RESULTS

Mesometridae Poche 1926 Mesometra orbicularis (Rudolphi 1819) Lühe 1901
The body is flat, disc-like and non-spinous. The average length of the body is 1238 µm and the width is 995 µm. The average oral sucker size is 186-194 µm. The ventral sucker is absent. The caeca is 735 µm length, large, horseshoe shaped and enclosing Table 1) .
Mesometra brachycoelia Lühe 1901
The body is flat, broad and non-spinous. Table 2) . 
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